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century the Tibetans, now weakened, made their peace with the
Chinese and ceased to be a serious menace. Until nearly the
middle of the ninth century, the Uighurs, long allies and sup-
porters of the T'ang, dominated Mongolia and much of what is
now the New Dominion. Even when they lost most of their ter-
ritory to the Kirghiz, for a time they remained powerful in much
of the Gobi and the Tarim basin. They were often called in to
help the T'ang suppress internal rebellion and regarded them-
selves as at least the equals of the Chinese. Toward the close of
the eighth century their khan obtained in marriage the daughter of
a T'ang Emperor.
However, while outwardly the T'ang was still imposing, and
Ch'angan, in spite of the damage it had suffered in civil wars and
foreign invasions, was impressive and fairly prosperous, the fam-
ily of Li was declining. In the luxurious life of the court, eunuchs
were acquiring the control which so often presaged the end of a
dynasty and spasmodic attempts at reform brought no lasting
improvement.
Toward the end of the ninth century ineptitude and luxury at
the capital and misgovernment in the provinces led to widespread
discontent and revolt. Pirates ravaged the coasts. A popular
uprising laid waste vast sections, including some of the port cities,
and in the general disorder many of the foreign merchants living
in the latter were massacred. A leader of the rebels, Huang
Ch'ao by name, captured Ch'angan in 880 and proclaimed him-
self Emperor, giving to his dynasty the title of Ta Ch'i. The T'ang
sent against him Li K'o-yung, a general of Turkish stock, with a
force of Turks who had been in Chinese service, and the would-be
Emperor was slain. Li K'o-yung was rewarded with a principality
in Shansi and before many years was practically an independent
monarch.
The end of the T'ang soon followed. Chu Wen, a lieutenant of
Huang Ch'ao, transferred his allegiance to the T'ang and was
rewarded with a principality in Honan. In 904 Chu Wen deposed
and killed his imperial master and placed a boy on the throne. In
907 he compelled this puppet to abdicate in his favor and pro-
claimed himself the first of a new dynasty, the Later Liang. The
T'ang had at last lost the mandate of Heaven.